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Writing A
Prompt:

General Information

Write a poem or short fiction piece
inspired by trees and nature!

Submit to Arboreal Literary M zine by
March 31st.



https://manager.submittable.com/opportunities/discover/287651

Introducing Drafting

You have an amazing, original,
ground-breaking idea for a small
collection of poetry or short stories
and you’re itching to get started—
but where do you start?

Drafting is one of the most
important stages of the writing
process and will build the bones of
your final project.
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Focus on d
Theme

"A story theme is a broad conceptual
philosophy that an author wishes to convey
through their literary work. "

What are you writing about?
-  Love

- Secrets

- Death

- Morality

- Hope

- Power

Some projects, like novels, will need more
than one theme to keep readers engaged.




Brainstorming

Once you’ve figured out the gist of what
you want to write, you'll want to create a
brainstorm; this is the process of
physically writing down your thoughts
and ideas to better organize them (and
free up space in your head!).



How to Make a Brainstorm

1. Add your centraltopic to the middle of your page

2. Beneath the central topic, describe your projectin 1-2
sentences

3. Add as many relatedideas as you can, including:

* Themes

*  Characters

*  Locations

* Dialogue

*  Plot points

*  Poem/chapter titles

* Images (poeticimages or drawn images)

4. When your page is full, organize your ideas
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Beneath the central topic, describe your project in 1-2 sentences.
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Add as many related ideas as you can.
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When your page is full, organize your ideas.
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WHAT TO INCLUDE ON YOUR

MOOD BOARD

T Mood Boards

____________ Sometimes it’s easier to
communicate ideas with
EPHEMERA images. Mood boards are
i FONSNARS BT collections of images (and
' videos) that express the mood
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or aesthetic of your project.

ART FROM
OTHER ARTISTS

You can create a mood board in
many ways, by printing and
pasting images to a Bristol
board, finding images online
and dragging them into a Word
e ‘ document, or by using free

y \ software like Pinterest.
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m The World Ender

Big Iron Create a soundtrack for your project
et using music you feel encapsulates its
R (o e SutandTie plot, themes, and most importantly,
®£ Bad Moon Rising atmosphere. Create playlists on
R apps like Spotify or Apple Music, or
RS oo, simply jot down the names of songs
T Season of the Witch on your brainstorm page.

el Donovan
Listening to this playlist might place
you in the world of your project and
Somebody That | Used To Know = . R
0 i s give you some new ideas.
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Evaluate Your
ldeas

Compare your ideas to your original concept.
Some questions to ask yourself:

Does this idea add anything new or
interesting to my project?

Does this idea make me excited to work on
my project?

Does this idea need further research or
development?

Does this idea feel cliché or overdone?

Does this idea fit within the context of this
project, or can it be recycled for another?




An ‘elevator pitch’ is a brief presentation of an

. idea or product that gets across all necessary
EleVQtor P|tCh information. The name comes from the length of
time your pitch should last: a regular elevator
ride.




Step One

What’s your project about?

Capture the pulse of your book in no
more than 50 words. What is it, at its
core?

Ex. It’s a story of how | searched for
my mother’s murderer after law
enforcement gave up.




Step Two

What’s the context?

Is there a specific time or place relevant to
your project? Are there cultural contexts
readers should be aware of? Give readers a
sense of the world they should expect from
your book.

Ex. It’s the story of how an Orange County
housewife spent four years searching for her
mother’s murderer when law enforcement
officials in both Mexico and the US gave up.




Step Three

Why should readers care?

How might a reader feel after finishing your
book? What are they getting out of it?

Ex. It’s the story of how an Orange County
housewife spent four years searching for her
mother’s murderer when law enforcement
officials in both Mexico and the US gave up.
Many people dream of solving an unsolvable
case and cracking a code no one else could
touch; few people actually pull it off.




Step Four

Make it snappy.

Polish your pitch by adjusting the rhythm, adding detail, and
allowing your unique voice to shine through so that readers

get a sense of your style. Read your pitch out loud and hear

how it sounds. Revise until perfect.

Ex. When law enforcement officials in both Mexico and the US
failed to solve the brutal murder of her mother, Lauri Taylor,
an Orange County housewife, vowed to do whatever it took to
solve the crime. She spent four years in a relentless quest for
the truth, and against all odds, cracked the code of her
mother’s case. Many people dream of solving a high-profile
crime, but few people have the guts, stamina, and skills to
actually pull it off. This story combines a true crime page-
turner with a poignant mother-daughter saga.




Step Five

Add relevant accolades.

Are you an award-winning writer? A
best-selling author? Was your book

reviewed by someone famous? Work in
these details!

22
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How to Write an Elevator
Pitch

- What’s your project about?

3 - What’s the context?

kg‘ * Why should readers care?

- Make it snappy.
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Know Your Audience

You may want everyone to read your work, but
focusing on a particular demographic helps focus your
work and play to your own strengths.

* Young Adult: Teens 13-18
* Middle-grade: Kids 8-12
* Adult Contemporary: 18+

Also consider genre, form,
content, language,



Chapbooks

‘Chapbook’ is the term used for a
small collection of poetry, short
stories, flash fiction, creative
nonfiction, lyrics, fairy tales, even
illustrations. They are about 16 - 40
pages in length and are commonly
organized around a single theme.




Advantages

* Quicker to produce

* Focused

* Opportunities for new experiences
* Submitting is cheap and easy

* Great beginner publication

Disadvantages

* Won’t make you rich

* Won’t make you famous
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Tip #1

Prewriting: Practice getting

into a writing headspace with
writing prompts, timed writing,
journalling, etc. Freewriting, for
example, is the practice of
writing down every thought in
your head as they come.




Tip #2

Avoid editing: Your rough draft
is meant to be rough! Don’t get
bogged down by revising as
you go, focus on getting the
story or the poems out. You can
go back and edit it later.



-y — f \’P" "'- - y
Y _ L & o o '\h.yl-\"’ “ Oﬁﬂv =5
S W "‘P Nooupy : - -
b < s ', -~ oy -~ @ “ i y
8 .9 - 'i"»‘»“ ‘4*\ ‘c"~ﬁ - o > < ‘
:. ,.*4’ ~ “ ""zlr)] A 3':‘0‘ A94NB0 e o PP dasau v K ﬁ)“‘\’
. - e oN ' “‘"ma y B '® | "‘lf) WY esany 3 - L - " <’
<3 s r :: o reduwe -':a{ o4 apruy ’:nq’:c:%t?? v s
:*"',_xo-‘.‘..;, nt;-(myub‘ sy :f*u«, L oy, . Aoy aarr ag Buory ssow 230 Jouk i LA Q‘.. v
S Shiay, :oqa“,: ,;;"“""d~ e : o, g :“ llom ‘(. Sy ) axey %( s R LT X
& sy o sog SUTY ¢ ysway Payy saey , i
JIMOQ.:,,O:,‘ ':f:z::l -".'"IO u”"‘ ON suoy Appnq Iy puy puw aye i" ‘ﬁ'%.% 9:{‘ > e‘a \
~ W 105 e %
Yoweer son ' 00 e B % - - ‘& x
- s 2 .
e, mensling .., jerky. B3 o Suiing Aem oy smouy ay ng “;p ‘b\' t{ %‘t- ?‘ %
“owerd the railway but this time on a difie Kunosqo agy PUOADq 1501 Srrsea. S % % L 4 %
‘ ey on & duue. they watched a wael « e s Y

T mees szl Varns

ot guard, fiald g-l;sses in hand, brnea
&€ went to work,

BUDY “2aaps Jom Jo sypem 100)-paspum. T % 3
b the sand to the railway, cut the stock f. SULT 9y ‘Bupg [ 3O spioms Supuyq g, ‘m:o.'% 2
Dankmeat of tumbleweeds and stepped to Surrey W Aes§

Moie Vike the cthers, it was guyed to the gro
Sonaie. She gave him the go-ahead sign,

umop sieaq uyey 1 ‘apisy ‘Aeme
saw and noisily by quickly cut a deep notch in Suiaivian, omy m:l jo m“gq., -uo:nn:q‘:mn\
He shut off the saw, looked at Bonflie and liste sBugs op Paaisioy oy pue W9q ung siy uo o
wll-clear sign

tad to the next pole, made the same kind of

ums Aurerodug Paga aynp4 .
#ct o1 o sixth pole whey he noticed from the co °PF°::: iap : :a;?m:p"?m gnm\
Wie-i0e far yway u]:s be h&ard above the whir pue 9 sind oy - ayoe- 38 am
e ~IGalic aita signals. At the same moment he M3j3 e 105 dn wwEm
7d, the hated and dreaded whock! whook! v **4’,5‘ T s o '
pier, He stupped the saw and dove with i ¢ 4(60 ‘P% - 2 %
adbed into the waist-high mass of tumblew 4%%,, "9 %
<urling and shriveling beneatl them, willing % x w22 T
w B revolysr and waited for fiery death

1 buml'eo feet. clatiering like 2 Pteranodon. T:
avduks t0 the sround. He thought he was d:

‘% 73 p - %’ 5%
L. He squirted thicugh the weeds and <~ W,
i the right-of-way, following the »

. 6; ’
€ €38t The uutched voles swav by, "’% ‘% ® %
% 9 - %
s pore 47

- % w9 %’%%";’Q‘g %z
Bl 2 vﬂ,afj: dé’s %2 820598

A\V o [~

Tip #3

Start where you want: You
don’t have to write the poems
or scenes in order; start with

what’s most exciting to you.



Tip #4

Find routine: This might be
tricky depending on your
schedule but try to find a
consistenttime to write. You'll
hardwire your brain to want to
write whenever this time rolls
around.



Tip #5

Take breaks: Don’t blow a
creative fuse—take breaks
and do something fun!




Summary

Being a writer is at times like being your

owh boss. This has its advantages, but it

also means you are responsible for

producing a product. Happy writing!



Writing Project Series

The Writing Project Series is intended for writers who want to
produce a collection of poetry or short stories but don’t know
where to begin.

Each month from March to September, we’ll unpack a different
stage of the writing process from drafting to publication, all
while you work on your manuscript. The series culminatesin your
work being featured in a published anthology that will be
added to the library's collection!




Tues, March 19
7pm-8:30 pm
Central Library Auditorium

Tues, April 16
7pm-8:30 pm
Central Library Auditorium

Tues, May 21+
7pm-8:30 pm
Central Library Auditorium

Tues, June 18
7pm-8:30 pm
Central Library Auditorium

Tues, July 16t
7 pm-8:30 pm
Central Library Auditorium

Tues, August 20"
7pm-8:30 pm
Central Library Auditorium

Mon, September 2™
7pm-8:30 pm
Central Library Auditorium

Writing Project Series: Drafting
Starting a writing project and overwhelmed with ideas? Learn how to build the skeleton of your
project and what to consider in the earliest stages of your work.

Writing Project Series: Poetry
Learn about the characteristics of a poem, different kinds of poetry, and just how powerful poetry
can be.

Writing Project Series: Fiction
Who doesn’t love a story that can be told in ten pages or less? Come learn the art of the short
story!

Writing Project Series: Editing
I’ve written a bestseller — now what? Learn to tackle the editing process.
*Submit your anthology selection by July 15!

Writing Project Series: Publishing Pt. 1
Let’s explore the traditional publishing process! Learn about querying agents, working with
publishers, and participatingin literary events.

Writing Project Series: Publishing Pt. 2
Let’s explore the self-publishing process! Learn about formatting, printing, binding, and
promoting your work.

Writing Project Series: Launch Party!
Join us for readings, refreshments, and fun at the launch of PPL’s second Writers’ Anthology
featuring work by participants of the Writing Project Series!



Tues, March 19t Writing Project Series: Drafting

7 pm - 8:30 pm Starting a writing project and overwhelmed with ideas? Learn how to build the skeleton of your
Central Library Auditorium project and what to consider in the earliest stages of your work.
Tues, April 16 Writing Project Series: Poetry
Next 7 pm - 8:30 pm Learn about the characteristics of a poem, different kinds of poetry, and just how powerful poetry
Program [Central Library Auditorium can be.
Tues, May 21+ Writing Project Series: Fiction
7pm-8:30 pm Who doesn’t love a story that can be told in ten pagesor less? Come learn the art of the short
Central Library Auditorium story!
Tues, June 18t Writing Project Series: Editing
7 pm - 8:30 pm I’ve written a bestseller — now what? Learn to tackle the editing process.
Central Library Auditorium *Submit your anthology selection by July 15!
Tues, July 16% Writing Project Series: Publishing Pt. 1
7 pm - 8:30 pm Let’s explore the traditional publishing process! Learn about querying agents, working with
Central Library Auditorium publishers, and participatingin literary events.
Tues, August 20" Writing Project Series: Publishing Pt. 2
7 pm - 8:30 pm Let’s explore the self-publishing process! Learn about formatting, printing, binding, and
Central Library Auditorium promoting your work.

Thurs, September 5 OO o .
Writing Project Series: Launch Party!

Join us for readings, refreshments, and fun at the launch of PPL’s second Writers’ Anthology
featuring work by participants of the Writing Project Series!

7pm-8:30 pm
Central Library Auditorium



Thank you
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